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Guide to the EASA CPL Skills Test 

Overview: 

The CPL skills test is arguably seen as one of the most stressful hurdles in your flight training. In reality, it’s a 2 

hour flight no different to any other in your training. You need to remember that examiners are not looking to 

scrutinise every small detail of your flight, rather assess your overall capacity to act as PIC (pilot in command) of 

a commercial aircraft.  

Your examiner will be looking to assess the pre-determined criteria as set out in Standards Document 3. Each of 

the competencies fall across 6 sections of the skills test: 

Section 1: Departure 

Section 2: Airwork 

Section 3: En-Route Procedures 

Section 4: Approach and Landing 

Section 5: Abnormal and Emergency Procedures 

Section 6: Simulated Asymmetric Flight (Multi Engine Aircraft Only) plus Class Rating Specific Orders. 

 

The actual order of the flight will be determined by the examiner and will be briefed to you before the flight. It is 

the examiners responsibility to ensure the objectives are met, and they will try and ensure that the flight flows 

naturally from section to section.  

You will be assessed on a PASS/FAIL basis on each of the six sections. There are three results for the overall skills 

test: 

PASS– You have passed all six sections. You are awarded a First Series CPL. 

PARTIAL– You have successfully passed 5 sections, but have failed on one section. A retest is required to 

reassess JUST the failed section. A pass of this retest will award you with a First Series CPL. 

FAIL– You have failed two or more sections of the test. A full retest is required. 

 

This guide covers each section of the test, what to expect and how best to conduct yourself in order to pass the 

skills test. Remember, the examiner is looking for reasons to pass you, not reasons to fail you. Everything that 

you can expect in the flight will be covered extensively by the examiner in the pre-flight briefing on the day.  

 

This document should be used as a supplement to CAA Standards Document 3—Notes for the guidance of     

examiners and applications taking the CPL Skills Test (aeroplanes). 
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The day before: 

Preparation is so important in ensuring the stress free and smooth flow on the day of your CPL skills test. The 

day before, make sure that your flight bag is fully packed with all the essential items for your flight and the plan-

ning of your flight. Below is a handy checklist for packing: 

Clean VFR Charts 
Pens/Markers for charts 
Flight Ruler 
Headset (spare batteries if needed). A spare headset for the examiner may be required 
Blank FLOG and pen 
Kneeboard/ Clipboard 
Working timepiece (watch/stopwatch) 
Sunglasses 
Documentation for the test: EASA Class 1 Medical 

Current Pilots Licence (If applicable) 

Form of ID (Passport/Driving Licence) 

Form F170A (Written recommendation to test) 

Two copies of the ATO Checklist & QRH 

Current Airfield Plates 

Copies of the AFM for Mass & Balance/Perf 

Proof of payment for the test 

It is also important to remember to look after yourself! The IMSAFE model still applies, and so do not put your-

self forward for testing if you are not safe to fly: 

Feeling stressed is completely normal prior to any flight test. Try and avoid drinking too much caffeine or energy 

drinks and ensure that you are well rested and have eaten a good meal.  Exercise has been shown to reduce 

stress, so try going for a run the morning of your test. 
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Before the test: 

Arrive nice and early on the day. Be smartly dressed and have all of the resources you need for the planning of 

your flight. You should introduce yourself to the examiner at least 2 hours prior to the test. This will allow you to 

get your route for the flight, as well as allowing plenty of time for planning and briefings.  

Where possible, it is worth getting all of the aircraft checks done before meeting with the examiner. This saves 

you having to factor this into your allocated planning time and will help pick up any potential delays early (for 

example needing to refuel the aircraft). As well as the checklist items for the pre-flight, also make sure it is ready 

for your flight. You need to ensure the windscreen is clean, the aircraft is suitably fuelled and there is enough oil. 

You also need to carry on board a HOOD/Foggles for the simulated IMC flight as well instrument cover suction 

cups or a PFD screen for glass cockpit aircraft. It is your responsibility to ensure these are in the aircraft before 

departure.  

Planning should be completed in a quiet place where you will not be interrupted, for example a briefing room. 

You will be expected to complete all planning alone. 

Make sure you have access to an iPad or computer, as you will need to obtain current weather/NOTAM infor-

mation. As well as this, make sure that you book any slots for your flight (eg circuit slots/landing slots at busier 

aerodromes).  

Use the planning time wisely, and ensure you are fully ready to fly the route you have been given. Give yourself 

time to look at en-route airspace, danger areas as well as thinking about how you are going to depart and arrive. 

Write down any important info, for example circuit altitudes, ACH (asymmetric committal heights) and frequen-

cies you will need for the flight. Your FLOG should then be photocopied and a copy given to the examiner. 

When ready, your examiner will fully brief the flight with you, and explain the order of events and what he/she 

expects of you during the flight. They will then expect a briefing from you about the flight. Remember to follow 

the WANT format for the brief: 

 

During the briefing, the examiner is also there to help you, so don’t be afraid to ask any questions if there is any-

thing that you are unsure of.  
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Walking out to the aircraft: 

After your briefing, it is important that you look at your examiner as a passenger on your flight. It is good prac-

tice to ask your passenger if they have been airside before or if they have flown on this type of aircraft before. If 

the examiner says no, you should give them an apron safety brief and a passenger brief in the aircraft. 
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Example Apron Safety Brief 

You are entering a multiple hazard area as we walk airside to the aircraft. Please ensure 

you are wearing a high viz jacket and walk alongside me at all times. If you see any air-

craft with lights on, expect it to move imminently and never walk in front of it. Treat all 

propellers as live. If you see any litter or foreign object debris (FOD) on the apron, please 

make sure you pick it up, as it could pose a danger to aircraft.  

Do you have any questions before we move airside? 

Example Passenger Safety Brief 

Please ensure that you keep your hands and feet clear of the aircraft controls at all times.  

 

Your seatbelt should remain fastened for the duration of the flight and should not be 

removed until advised by me. The seatbelt is fastened like so [demonstration], adjusted 

like this [demonstration], and released like so [demonstration]. 

 

Our flight today will not be over water, and so there will be no life jackets on board. (If 

the flight will be conducted over a significant body of water, show the passenger the location of 

the life jacket and raft, and instruct them how to use it. Impress on passengers that life jackets are 

not to be inflated until exiting the aircraft). 

 

There is a fire extinguisher on board the aircraft, and it is located here [show], and can be 

released from the mount like so [demonstration] and first aid kit on board the aircraft, 

and is located here [show]. 

 

In the unlikely event of an emergency, please follow my instructions. 

Please ensure that any electrical devices are switched off, or turned onto airplane mode – 

as these can interfere with the aircraft systems. 

 

You can plug in your headset here [demonstration] and we will adjust the volume of the 

headset prior to taxi. You can talk to me during the flight just by speaking at a normal 

volume. Please do not press this button [show PTT] as this will broadcast to ATC. 

 

Do you have any questions?  
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The flight: 

As already mentioned, the examiner will be responsible for maintaining the flow of the flight, however you can 

expect it to roughly follow the following format: 

Departure:  Start up, Taxi and Take-off. VFR departure onto the planned navigation leg. 

Nav Leg:   Flight following the planned navigation route. Maintain planned track and altitude. Provide an 

   ETA to the examiner as soon as possible for the turning point. Liaise with ATC as required and 

   obtain an appropriate level of service (eg Basic Service). If you need to deviate off track, or  

   have to amend your ETA, let your examiner know the change and the reason why. 

   You are responsible for maintaining a thorough lookout and should point out any traffic using 

   the clock code to the examiner (eg: “Traffic at 2 o clock, apx. 5 miles heading West/East. No  

   Risk”). Ensure that you complete and verbalise checklists along the leg, conducting regular  

   cruise checks.  

   At your turning point, make sure you note the time and fuel. 

   At some point during the nav leg, a problem may occur and you may be required to plan a  

   diversion. 

Diversion:  Prioritise calculating the heading you will need to fly, and MSA, as to be able to work out the  

   altitude you will fly the diversion leg. As time permits, you should complete a line of the FLOG 

   for the diversion leg and calculate an ETA based on distance and ground speed. A good    

   method for in flight diversion planning is below: 
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Diversion Method 

1. Draw the track onto your chart. Work out the TRUE TRACK and then add or subtract 

variation to get your MAGNETIC TRACK. 

2. Calculate the Max Drift of the wind (60/TAS x Wind Speed in Knots) 

3. Calculate ANGLE 1: Difference between Wind Direction and Magnetic Track. Use the 

clock code on angle 1. (15◦= 1/4.     30◦= 1/2.     45◦= 3/4.       60◦or more = 1). 

Multiply the clock code to the Max drift. This is your WIND CORRECTION ANGLE. 

4. Adjust TRACK by WIND CORRECTION ANGLE (by turning into wind) to get MAG 

HEADING. 

5. Calculate the route MSA. Select an altitude for the leg. Remember cruising levels are 

Odd for East and Even for West in the UK. 

6. Calculate Headwind/Tailwind: (90 subtract Angle 1 * Wind speed).  

7. Groundspeed = TAS +- Headwind or Tailwind component. 

8. Measure the distance in NM of the diversion. 

9. Time = Distance / Ground Speed. Calculate the ETA for the destination. 
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The flight (continued): 

Circuits:   Your diversion will likely take you to a diversion airfield, where you will need to co-ordinate  

   entry and circuits. You will complete at least 3 circuits: 

   Normal: A normal circuit for a touch & go. He/she may also ask for a precision touchdown at  

   a nominated touchdown point on the runway. 

   Flapless: A flapless circuit for a touch & go. For multi engine aircraft, expect an engine failure  

   after take-off. 

   Asymmetric (Multi engine aircraft) circuit. Make sure you maintain not below blue line speed  

   (VYSE) on the climb and safely control the asymmetric. Ask your examiner if they would like  

   you to simulate a mayday/pan pan call but obviously don’t transmit it on the PTT! Keep in  

   mind the asymmetric committal height and do not go around below this.  

   Anticipate the yaw on the asymmetric go around and clean up the aircraft as soon as possible. 

   Remember for each circuit, maintain your nominated speeds and verbalise checklists. Assess  

   the wind and anticipate any crosswind you will expect. Maintain a thorough lookout and be  

   aware of your traffic sequence in the circuit. 

 

Tracking:   After your final touch & go, you will have both engines back for a VFR departure. The examin-

   er will likely ask for you to track a navaid; likely a VOR or NDB. You will need to Select,       

   Identify and then display the navaid  before tracking it. This will only be single needle tracking 

   so just remember the phrase “push the head and pull the tail”. 

 

Inadvertent  The examiner will briefly take control and hand you the hood or foggles. This is to simulate  

IMC:    into IMC. The examiner will expect you to control the aircraft and follow the correct procedure 

   for entry into IMC: 

 

 

 

 

Limited Panel:  The examiner will get you to position the aircraft in a block of uncontrolled airspace for the  

   general handling section of the test. Here, you will need to demonstrate the following: 
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 Control – fly with reference to instruments. 

 Climb/Descend to MSA. Icing Considerations? 

 Heading adjustment to exit cloud.  

 Make a plan! 

 Communicate – MAYDAY & Squawk 7700.  

 Flight with reference to instruments (with the Hood or Foggles). You will need to 

demonstrate straight & level, climbing, descending and medium turns.  

 Limited Panel: The instructor will then cover the PFD (or put suction cups on conven-

tional instruments) so that you can only see the standby instruments (Artificial Horizon, 

Airspeed Indicator, Altimeter and Compass). You will need to demonstrate straight and 

level, climbing, descending and compass/timed turns using the compass. Remember 

UNOS (Undershoot North and Overshoot South). 



Guide to the EASA CPL Skills Test 

The flight (continued): 

UA:    With reference to all instruments but without looking outside, you will need to recover the  

   aircraft from unusual attitudes, including a spin. Remember to lead with power by first check-

   ing if the airspeed is increasing or decreasing. 

 

GH:    You will then have the instruments back, and will be given a minute to orientate yourself. You 

   will need to demonstrate the following general handling manoeuvres: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergencies:  On your way back to your home airfield, there is likely going to be an emergency procedure  

   which will require your action. This will be a drill as verbalised by the examiner, and subse- 

   quent actions should be touch drills only, unless otherwise stated by the examiner. The    

   emergencies can range from engine fire to fluctuating RPM.  

   Remember to use the POH/QRH (Quick Reference Handbook) for your aircraft for any drill  

   which isn't a memory item. If it is a memory item (eg. Engine Fire) then complete the touch  

   drills and then check you have completed everything by referencing the QRH afterwards. 

   Drills should be verbalised and completed in an expeditious manor, but not rushed. 

   For multi engine aircraft, it is likely that you will have to complete an in flight engine         

   shutdown leading to an engine restart. Remember to verify the engine master with the        

   examiner before shutting down any engine. Use the appropriate checklist when restarting the 

   engine in flight, and comply with any speeds/altitudes for restart in the aircraft flight manual. 

   For single engine aircraft, it is likely you will have to complete a practice forced landing. In this 

   case you should select a field, after assessing the wind. Remember the 5 S’s: Size, Slope,  

   Shape, Surface, Surroundings. Simulate a mayday call to the appropriate ATC unit or if        

   necessary 121.500.  Verbalise that you would squawk 7700 but do not action this. Continue  

   your approach to the nominated landing site as if you were to land. This means taking flap as 

   required. You should go around not below 500ft agl, or any time your examiner tells you to.  

   Remember on the go-around, full power and clean up the aircraft as to avoid exceeding VFE. 

   For any given emergency procedure, you should continue until the examiner states that the  

   situation has stopped. This may require you to begin to track towards the nearest airfield for  

   an emergency landing. Use all resources available, including navaids and the GPS.  
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 Steep Turns (Turning with an angle of bank exceeding 45 degrees) to the left and right 

through 360 degrees: 

 Stall in the clean configuration. Recovery at the full stall. 

 Stall in the Base to Final Configuration. Recovery at the incipient symptoms. 

 Stall in the Final configuration. Recovery at the incipient symptoms. 
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The flight (continued): 

Class specific:  By this point, you will be heading back to your home airfield, and the examiner will use this  

   time to examine any other exercises are required for your licence application. For example,  

   you may have to demonstrate use of the autopilot, de-ice or anti-ice systems.  

 

Arrival:   The final part of the exam will see you complete an arrival back to your home airfield. Make  

   sure you are thoroughly briefed for the arrival and set the correct QNH/QFE. Your examiner  

   may reduce the power on an engine and expect an asymmetric approach (ME aircraft only).  

   Request a full stop landing, however your examiner may take control of the radio to liaise  

   with ATC for a rejected take-off (RTO). 

   In the event of a RTO, treat the landing as a touch & go, and the examiner will call stop.   

   Simply reduce the power to idle, maintain the centreline and apply brakes to come to a stop  

   as required. You will simulate an ATC call “G-CD Stopping”. 

 

Taxi to   By this point, you will be relieved to be on the ground, but remember the test is not over yet.  

Shutdown:  You will need to taxi the aircraft safely back to your apron, complete all relevant checks and  

   shutdown the aircraft. 

   As acting PIC for the flight, you should complete the tech log and any other relevant paper 

   work for the flight. Remember to leave the PIC signature blank, as you are not the legal PIC  

   unless you pass the exam. 

   Do not feel alarmed if the examiner doesn’t give your result there and then. He/she will often 

   wait until the post flight debrief to let you know your result. 
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Potential Oral Questions: 

At all stages of the skills test, you should be prepared to answer questions that the examiner gives you. Most   

often questions will be given prior to the test, but he/she may also opt to ask some questions during lower work-

load periods of the flight. You should have a sound understanding of: 

 VFR minima, Minimum heights for VFR flight, MSA and how to calculate it. 

 Operating and Limitations of your aircraft. 

 Maintenance of your aircraft. 

 Airspace and restrictions. 

 Essential checklists memorised. 

 Any questions regarding your calculation of Mass & Balance, Performance.  

 Questions regarding where you would find certain pieces of information (eg AIP or Flight Manual). 
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Flight Tolerances: 

Below is the table of published flight tolerances for the CPL skills test. Remember, you should make every effort 

to remain within these tolerances; however this is not always possible due to external factors such as updrafts or 

windshear. If the examiner sees a consistent inaccuracy in your flying (eg flying at 5100ft when you allocated 

5000ft) then you will not pass the section. If your aircraft briefly busts 100ft but you notice and recover, then it 

should not be a problem. Keep a good scan on your instruments and ensure accurate flying at all times. 

CPL Skills Test– Tolerances 

Altitude or Height: 

 

 

 

 

Tracking: 

 

 

Heading: 

 

 

 

 

Speed: 

Normal Flight +- 100ft 

Simulated Engine Failure +- 150ft 

Limited/Partial panel +- 200ft 

All +- 5 Degrees 

All Engines Operating +- 10 Degrees 

Simulated Engine Failure +- 15 Degrees 

Limited/Partial panel +- 15 Degrees 

Takeoff VR +- 5 Knots 

Climb & Approach +- 5 Knots 

VAT & VREF +- 5 Knots 

Cruise +- 10 Knots 

Limited/Partial Panel +- 10 Knots 

Simulated Engine Failure +- 10 Knots 

Blue Line VYSE +- 10 Knots 

Max airspeed error at 

any time 
+- 10 Knots 
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Be smartly dressed and make a good first impression when meeting your examiner. 
Complete as much as you can before your planning time (Mass & Balance ect.) 
Check the aircraft as soon as possible to check for defects/ fuel & oil levels. 
Thoroughly brief your route before setting off. Have a good idea of airspace &  

danger areas. 
Go to the loo before setting off! 
Treat the examiner as a passenger. Check he/she is comfortable and happy. 
Have the hood/foggles in an easy to reach place. 
Don’t overload yourself. Prioritise tasks.  

Remember AVIATE NAVIGATE COMMUNICATE! 

Top Tips for the CPL Skills Test 

Arrive well prepared, early and well rested. 

Emergency procedures– touch drills only unless otherwise stated! 
Maintain a thorough lookout. It’s a VFR test. 
Stay Calm!! It’s no different to any other training flight.  

Keep ahead of the aircraft. Brief approaches/get the ATIS early. 

This document was written as an aid to the CPL skills test by Aviate Navigate. Please comply with company 

standard operating procedures or aircraft flight manual procedures overriding techniques in this document.   

Do not copy or reproduce this document without prior permission of the author. 

Author: Dan Martin. 

References: UK CAA Standards Document 3, version 8. 

18 July 2019. 
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